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Cork, February 18th, 1825. 

SIR, 

I N obedience to the order of the House of Commons, bearing date the 8th instant, 
have the honour to forward a Return of the only resolution come to by the 
Grand Jury of the county Cork, with regard to the Valuation of that County. The 
Valuation has proceeded to a very great extent, much having been done by Mr. De La 
Cour. I have handed him the order, and he will forward the more minute details of 
the system now adopting. 

I have the honour to be. 

Your obedient humble servant, 
Richard B. Cotter. 

W. Gregory, Esq. 

8tc. &c. &e. 



Copy PRESENTMENT of the Grand Jury of the County of Cork, assembled at 
Summer Assizes 1824. 



WE find and present, that in order to obtain such information as is necessary to form 
a table of the names of the several parishes, manors and denominations of land, and the 
contents and value of each in the several baronies of this county, so as to frame a 
county book, which is absolutely necessary to regulate and equalize the county levies, 
and for want of which a severe and manifest disproportion and injustice now prevails in 
the applotment and collection of them in this county, it is expedient to procure the 
best and most accurate returns of the acreable contents and relative value of each 
barony, and of each parish and ploughland within each barony, so far as the same can be 
ascertained, until a general survey and valuation shall be made, and to engage the 
active exertions of some competent person for that purpose ; and we do therefore request 
and authorize Robert De La Cour, esq. to call upon the several high constables and 
collectors of the county levies, and such other persons as he shall deem competent to 
afford the necessary information and assistance for such returns, as will direct him in 
forming -a plan of a county book for the use of this county, and that such expense as 
he shall be necessarily exposed to thereby shall be made good by the county. 

I certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the only presentment made by the Grand 
Jury of the county Cork, with regard to effecting a valuation of that county. 



February 18th, 1825. 



Richard B. Cotter, 

Grand Jur^Secretary. 
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SIR, 



Beareforest, Mallow, 19th February 1825. 



orTr 1 of A? Grand Jury of this county (Cork) having communicated to me an 

now in k Gommons, calling for several documents connected with a measure 

ok n ZS' hCr ‘;i 0r 0ht rr* a valuat,on ° n hc count y. »> order to frame a county 
l 7 the , COUnty lev , ies » and as a11 those, except the original presentment 
li ll n K k '?h r thc work, rest with me as the person to whom the superintendence and 
femn fTnn/ 16 T° rk ^ b ^ ei J conflded * 1 feel >'• to be my duty to forward to you coun- 
te parts of the plan, and of thc several schedules I have furnished to the local agents 

to l ParHament? mi>anied by * rep ° rt ° f th ® P roceedin g 8 ' and 1 P™y you to transmiuhem 
I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Willkm Gregory, Esq. Your most obedient humble Servant, 

&0, *“• Robert de la Co nr. 



A REPORT of the Proceedings undertaken in the County of Cork, for carrying 
mto effect a Presentment of the Grand Jury at Summer Assizes 1834, for procur- 
ing the necessary Material, to form a County Book to regulate the County Levies. 

THE inequality arid injustice with which the local taxation of Ireland has hitherto 
been npplotted and levied is admitted on all hands, and has been abundantly explained 
by the evidence before tile Survey and Valuation Committee of the House ol Commons 
R appeared expedient to adopt the speediest and most effectual means to remedy the 

° f m eo b 3 l c " s ‘ 2 3 i empowers such counties as have no countv 

hea l r l ob 00 ° tenlS “V a ° h bUony.'^md'to noUe^Seof “ and 

ear objections, and amend the same ns the Grand Jury shall think lit 

prll e io°rof K?eAkXfoZnA im P™f°able ‘0 carry into execution the 
levies from the, materids V/ £ Z ' \lmm “T'f V ” 'T W< " * «“* 

county book, and it was thought necessary to ado'pUhe SLaiTof £££ one.” “ 

ou1rXra"dtke ™chZ„ 0f a rr es i‘,‘ 0 a m ?- th,U 1 bustuw -V attention 
the Act, of Jury irtef CXpedie " t *" •** 

rr on -’ r' i b « s " 

of procuring returns of flip nmi * mploy a variety of local agents, for the purpose 
“ d »f all denominations of land fn each 
hands WOuld be useless *° attempt tire work that was desired at my 

A presentment was accordingly made, of which Mr. Justice Jebb approved highly. 

to it X'SSraS t teXSfec?‘of R ,r rt ; and there be found attached 
letter I addressed to the Sntamnof 2 cnul and a circular 
carrying the pTNintment into effect. ty ' 801cltm S aid and co-operation for 

any instance a more geMra^ e^r^korTo feel'^^’ ? nd t,lere has not been in 

or stronger anxiety fSt for the execution 0/ if o/tv S .u f “ ,ou , t ° f “ publio mea8UIe - 
meetings that have been published afford ample proof’ ™ resolutlonB of th e baronial 

I considered 
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I considered that it was necessary to adopt a standard for the price of produce to 
govern the valuations, and to preserve uniformity in them throughout the county ; and 
I suggested the following, under a conviction that this standard should be rather below 
than above the probable average of prices ; and on the principle, that land valued agree- 
ably thereto would afford to the tenant taking it on such terms a substantial interest, 
such as an industrious and solvent tenant should have, and a just and a liberal landlord 
be well disposed to allow : — 



Wheat, 15 d. per stone, or 25 s. the barrel of 20 stone. 

Barley, 9 ±d. per stone, or 12s. 8 cl. the barrel of 16 stone, and 28 s. 6 d. the barrel of 
36 stone. 

Oats, 7 \d. per stone, or 8.s. 90!. the barrel of 14 stone, and 20s. 7 d. the barrel of 
33 stone. 

Butter, 3/. the cwt. (currency.) 

Pork, 25 s. the cwt. 



At one baronial meeting it was alleged that this standard was too high, and that it 
would be more prudent to adopt a fictitious than a fair value for the county ; but to that I 
could not agree : and it was proposed that I should convene a meeting of two gentlemen 
from each barony at Cork, to consult and determine what the standard should be. 
I accordingly did so ; and there has not been on any occasion a more complete represen- 
tation of the rank, wealth and intelligence of the county, than was assembled in 
compliance with this invitation. 



The standard I recommended was confirmed unanimously, and the work I had under- 
taken was marked with the most decided, and to me very flattering approbation. It was 
my wish to leave the plan for valuing to the magistrates or committees within the 
respective baronies ; but I received so many solicitations to suggest some plan that might 
be generally followed, that I gave the subject my best consideration, and offered Heads 
of a Plan, which will be found herewith, and which has been generally adopted with 
some variations suited to circumstances. Select committees have been approved of 
to direct the work, in preference to the magistrates at petty sessions, as was at first 
recommended ; and it appears the change has been for the better. 

I have prepared Schedules artd Field Books, and furnished them to the high con- 
stables of each barony for distribution, counterparts of which accompany this report - and 
the use that has been made of them affords the most satisfactory assurance, that all the 
necessary materials will be acquired for framing a county book, that will serve to ascer- 
tain the fair relative proportion each barony should pay of the levy on the county at large 
according to its local advantages and value, and to applot the whole of the baronial 
levies on the several denominations of land within them, on a fair estimate of their relative 
contents and capability. 



The measure is now in progress throughout the county, and if it shall be as well done as 
the plan admits, and there is every reason to expect, from the impartial and judicious selec- 
tion ot agents the superintending committees have made, and the zeal and activity that 
has been evinced by all parties, a very valuable and a very necessary work will be accom- 
plished, not only as it will remedy a serious public grievance that has been justly and 
loudly complained of, but as it will prove to be of service in the execution of the intended 
general survey and valuation of this country. 



I should here observe, that some doubts have been expressed whether the Acts of the 
31 & 49 Geo. 3, will bear us through our proceedings to the full extent of our objects, 
and 1 grant that it is by inference, but I conceive a fair legal inference, that we can rely 
on those Acts for all we are doing. The 36 Geo. 3, evidently legislates on the presump- 
tion that the county book determines the whole sum to be collected, and the portions 
tnereot which each manor, parish or denomination, is to pay according to its contents. 



The 49 Geo. 3. refers to that clause of the 36, and manifestly intends to empower the 
Grand Juries in such counties, as either have no county book, or in which the manors 
parishes and denominations, with their contents, are not inserted, to provide a public 
document that will give this necessary official information to the Treasurer, and enable 
him to insert in his warrants the portions which each denomination should pay. 



Now, although the subsequent enacting clause is confined to forming a table of the 
names of the several parishes, manors and denominations, and the contents of each 
I argue, that as the object is still to ascertain the portion which each denomination should 
pay, and that cannot be fairly or indeed at all done without such a process as we are 
engaged in, (for we never had a county book,) the measure we have undertaken is 
sustained by those Acts. 



Popular and necessary however as it is, well as it seems to work, and aided as it is by 
the co-operation of all classes, with scarce an exception, interruptions may occur ; it will 
take probably a year to complete it, and it must be attended with expense. It will there- 
fore be of great importance to have the sanction and support of a special Act of Parliament 
that may cure any imperfections in those of the 36 & 49 Geo. 3, and fully and effectually 
7 " ® provide 
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provide for the execution of n. measure so called for by common justice, as well as by the 
expediency of rendering the territorial resource of the country available. 

In this county, and probably in most others, a vast portion of territory has been from 
usage heretofore exempt from local taxation, and 1 am persuaded that an assessment of 
sixpence in the pound, on a moderate estimate of its value, would meet the highest average 
levy of any assizes; yet we hear complaints, and we know them to be well founded, that 
an ordinary levy requires, from some lands of inferior value, a contribution of six shillings 
an acre, while adjoining ground of greater fertility pays but tenpence; surely no time 
should be lost to redress such wrong. If there shall appear hereafter any defects in the 
P .'ji are pursuing that ought to be corrected, the survey and valuation that is to follow 
will enable us to do so. The good effects of that must be distant ; meanwhile substantial 
justice Will be done, and the country will receive it as a great boon. 



In this county there is especial need for an Act of Parliament, to ensure the levy of the 
proportion of the charge on the county at large, that has been immemorially assessed on 
the town of Bandon, and on the town and liberties of Youglml ; Bandon has not paid anv 
thing since the year 181,5, alleging there is no Act of Parliament to authorize the levv- 
clistress lias been regularly made— replevins have followed— pleadings have multiplied— 
the proceedings set aside for irregularity, and commenced anew. Still without bringing 
the cause to a conclusion, an arrear of eighteen hundred pounds has incurred, and the 
county has paid bills of cost exceeding one thousand pounds. 

•i. I f i8 ”T alle S ed aome '“habitants of the town of Youghal, that under the charter 
it should be exempt from any contribution to the county levies, although it has hitherto 
paid its quota regularly ; and the Treasurer’s warrant has been returned since the last, 
assizes, with a remark that the inhabitants are advised the county is not entitled to lew 
any assessment there. It is but justice however to add, that good dispositions have been 
since manifested there to co-operate with the county at large in carrying the presont- 
nieut of the last assizes into effect. An Act of Parliament however appears to be 
absolutely necessary for the protection of the county; and I would respectfully suggest, 
that pio vision should lx; made for subjecting all towns to an assessment in aid of the 
county levies, by an applotment ad valorem on dwelling-houses, manufactories, stores, and 
profitable concerns of all kinds. 



Whatever course the wisdom of Parliament shall decide upon, some tribunal of appeal 
will be necessary for the revisioh and correction of the returns and valuations of the 
several baronies, for hearing and determining on any complaints or objections that may lie 
made, and for ensuring uniformity r in the gross value that shall be recorded for each 

n°° k *i J he Grand i u ™V n whom the P ower Of examination and 
amendment of the tallies that are required by the 36 & 49 Geo. 3, and 5 Geo. IV, for 
rogulating county levies, is vested by those Acts, cannot have time, nor can they be 
competent in their capacities as Grand Jurors to discharge that duty, which is a most 
important one and should be confided to a few duly qualified, with sufficient time al- 
lowed tor tbe diligent judicious and impartial investigation the subject requires. I would 
humbly recommend that a commission should issue from the Lord' Lieutenant to three or 
five persons; one to be a civil engineer, who should hold courts of appeal in each barony 
examine witnesses, and go through the entire county. Local knowledge, as well as’ 

emTnv P rS et ri n ' y \° UC necessar y qualifications for the persons so 

employed, and their decisions should be final and conclusive. 

Beareforest, near Mallow, R °'‘ eH * Cour ' 

19th February 1825. 



— 3 .— 

HEADS of ii PLAN for a Valuation of the County of Cork, for the purpose of Equalizing 
the Levy of the County Assessments. 

cou r se . to be pursued should afford the occupiers the best practicable means of 
choosing valuators, without risking the confusion and the defeatof the intended measure 
which would be the result of an election purely popular and indiscriminate. 

The high constable of each barony shall oonvene a meeting of the landed proprietors 

rps s ;,5r^ 

SnduX 8 3iki„t ,Cl ’ meeti, ’ g 1 Seneral b “ r0, ''“ 1 Sha “ be to 

SOU, to act ,. y valuators, It S&ZSt 

giving 
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giving ten days notice thereof, posted on the usual place of posting presentment notices, 
and announced at the respective places of public worship. 

Such deputies when assembled to choose a chairman, who shall be entitled to a casting 
voice in case of equality of votes, and to nominate three persons, as fit and jproper valu- 
ators, by a majority of votes, and without confining the choice to any particular class, 
whose names and residence shall be forwarded by the chairman with all convenient speed 
to the high constable, who shall return them to the baronial committee. 

That one of the persons so nominated, all of whom should have notice to attend, shall 
be then selected by the committee as a parochial valuator ; and when one valuator for 
each parish shall be thus appointed, a general meeting for the baronial committee shall be 
convened, who shall direct any three, five or seven of them; as they shall think expedient, 
to value any one parish in the barony to be then named by them. 

Such valuators to be then sworn according to the form of the oath hereunto annexed, 
and the valuations to be immediately proceeded on by a distinct valuation of each plough- 
land or townland, and without omitting any ground within the parish, however incon- 
derable in value it may be, or whether heretofore assessed or not. 

The valuation when complete, according to the tables furnished for the purpose, to be 
signed by the valuators, and placed in the hands of the high constable, vmo shall lay it 
before the committee at a meeting to be convened for the barony ; and the committee 
shall then nominate an equal number of other valuators that have been selected, with 
those who have been engaged in the first valuation, two of whom shall be accompanied 
by one of the first valuators ; and the three persons so appointed shall proceed to value so 
many other parishes, whether three, five or seven, as their numbers will reach, having 
three valuators for each parish, and the nomination of the parishes as well as the distri- 
bution of the valuators to rest with the committee, who will no doubt direct their atten- 
tion to guard against any valuator being employed in a parish with which he may be 
directly or indirectly connected. 

Such valuations to be completed, verified and disposed of as the first, and announced 
at a third general meeting of the baronial committee, who shall proceed to name as many 
more of the valuators originally selected as will be necessary to act, with one at least of 
the valuators who had been previously engaged in the preceding valuations, and so in 
continuation until every parish in the barony shall be valued, always providing not less 
tka>u two, nor more than three, valuators for every parish after the first. 

The first parish which will be valued in each barony to be done by three, five or seven 
of the valuators, at the discretion of the baronial committee, who should secure the 
attendance of one of whom at the valuation of each subsequent parish in the barony, and 
who, if he shall be as competent and as judiciously chosen as he should be, will preserve 
the unity of principle, and the uniformity of valuation throughout the barony, which is 
indispensable. 

If the occupiers or other parties concerned shall neglect to carry into effect the arrange- 
ment thus prescribed for appointing valuators, the nomination of them shall then rest 
exclusively with the baronial committee ; and in all cases where it shall be found imprac- 
ticable to obtain a satisfactory estimate of the acreable contents, surveyors to he em- 
ployed by the high constable, on the most moderate terms, consistent with the proper 
, execution of the work. 

The baronial valuation when complete to be posted in each parish, and ten days 
allowed for any complaint or objection to it. 

Three persons to be chosen and sworn to act as arbitrators, and to hear and determine 
on the objections that may be offered, and the correctness generally of the valuations 
that have been made for the whole barony ; and to make such alterations and amendments 
therein as they shall see just and proper, with an appeal from their adjudications to the 
magistrates at a general baronial petty sessions, whose decision shall be final and con- 
clusive as to the baronial valuations. 

The standard prices already named having been considered rather too low for barley, 
and not adequately proportioned as between barley and oats, the following standard, 
including one for butter and pork, is now recommended for general adoption throughout 
the county: — 

Wheat, 15 <2. per stone, or 25s. the barrel of 20 stone. 

Barley, gir/. per stone, or 12 s. 8 d. the barrel of 16 stone, and 28 s. 6 d, the barrel of 
36 stone. 

Oats, 7 Id. per stone, or 8s. 9 d. the barrel of 14 stone, or 20s. ’jd. rthe barrel of 
33 stone. 

Butter, 3 1. per cwt. (currency.) 

Pork, 25 s. per cwt. 

The 
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The valuations conformably to these prices, which are manifestly a moderate estiow 
for the probable averages, to be the absolute value of the land. The measure wfM h 
incomplete if the territorial value and resource of the county shall not be tliusTsceSSd. 

l , h -,T? y b ? ok 8hli1 , 1 J 16 fram6d on tlle materials to be thus provided, it will of 
coiuse be laid before the grand jury of the county, having been previously published and 
notice given thereof as directed by the Act of the 49 Geo. 3. And alf persons who 
shall think themselves aggrieved thereby, or have any just cause of complaint thereto 

m JnTtb/ Ur i ‘"I' ° Pp0rtu " lty , of h r n S the Nations revised and finally determined 
on, and the valuators examined on their oaths. y 

Robert de la Corn-. 



Form of Oath 



I, 



/ 1 , do swear, that I will iaitlifullv lmnartinllxr 

Severn/? 1 /’ a0 ““ m f ? tbe best of ">y sti11 >nd ability, execute an/ perform t/e 
several dut.es reqmred of me, as a valuator of all such denominations of kndsTsh“1 
be given me m charge to value, within the barony of p 

the county of Cork ( and that I will not knowingly omit from such valuation any lands 
of any description whatever, whether tlle same have heretofore been charged with countv 
ates, or otherwise ; and that I will perform the same to the best of my® JgmeM a/ 
cording to the instructions given me by tile baronial committee, and ilXo t£ 

rfCork aXofcilZ/Zt^T *5 the vahmtio." of the county 

° and 8 P e c»ned at loot, hereof ; and according to euuily and K ood conscience 

ftat I wm nm affeot '°"' ptajuchoe or malice to any person or persons whomsoever; and 
that I will not engage in the valuation of any lahds in which I havo anv interest or 
Sa“ey° n ' d ‘ re °“ y md,reotl >b either >“ possession, reversion, remainder or ex- 
1 y ' So help mo God. 

Wheat, 1 ^d. per stone, or 2/js. per barrel of ao stone. 

Ba '' le $ SeF” “ t0 ” e ' m "“ M th6 barrel of 16 Bl<me ' a,ld a8s - w - P“ barrel of 

Oats, 7 id. per stone, or 8 s. gif. the barrel of 14 stone, and 20 s. yd. per barrel of 33 stone. 
Butter, 3 1 . per cwt. (currency.) 

Pork, 25 s. per cwt. 



Cop, of a PRESENTMENT made by the Grnid Jury of the County of Cork at 
Summer Assises t8a 4 , and hated by the Court with marked approbation, 

a tnbte 0f'a,?’neE e iV' lal “Z to , obtain information as is necessary to form 
’’7 es ? f * be ?W««1 parishes, manors and denominations of land! and the 
KSi L* T h m the Sereral baronics ° f «™»tv, so .S to frame aCn y 
Zj rf which ' a seve a Z, n T essa 3 *? WS“ late "" d equalize the county levies : and J 
want 01 WHICH, a severe and manifest disproportion and injustice now nrevni U in thp 

thBm i‘ i» ex J pe£trpr P oo,™ l th“be.: 

.f i st “l™ 110 oontsnts and relative value of each barony, and 

until a general surv™ aid within each barony, so far as the same can bo ascertained, 
of SOM oomietent^ llZa! sI,aI1 bo n “ dai a, ' d t0 “W the active exertions 

Joseph D, Freeman, 

And Fellows. 

eiCl I F l0 “e 1 ! la, ’ d tlistiootlyi and the 

otherwise, as shall appear Advisable to attain the 

and confirmed by Act of Parliament, will iaVprot&^^^ 

reasonable 
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reasonable criterion to judge of the expectations of the landlord for his rent, and of tile 
tenant for the interest he should be allowed to have in his farm. 

The valuation should be such as good tenants may well afford to pay, and sufficiently 
moderate to ensure to such tenants, with due activity on their parts, a fair subsSS 
lTndlSto re ™T “r ir ind " st 7 Md responsibility, without exposing he 

landlord to any risk or sacrifice by an undervalue of the land; intelligence ani integrity 
on the part of the valuators will therefore be indispensable. What may be the comoe/ 
sation they will receive for their trouble cannot now be ascertained ; but that they will 
be paid a fair equivalent for their services cannot be doubted. ^ 

The work, if well done, will be of great value to the county at large, and to every 
barony in it. and the measure of remuneration will be naturally and justly governed by 
assent and approbation of the barony to the returns that J shJb S e madefaS 
flieir proving to be such documents on which the subsequent arrangements may bo 
founded with justice to the individual and public interests, ft should be! trictly enjoined 
that no land of any description should be exempt from valuation, no matter W low it 
may be estimated, or under what peculiar circumstances it maybe held. At present 
tlmre are vast tracts ofland in this county that do not pay any county rates, without any 
bmds < tb‘»T a ? a “ P r 7 cr T tlon t0 ‘ exemption, which throws a great burden on other 
lands, that are not of more value than those that are excluded from the levies. This is 
one of the many evils which a county book is intended to remedy. 

In cases where a parish may extend into a different barony, or a ploughland into diffe- 
rent parishes, the magistrates and other gentlemen, who, it is hoped, will interest them- 

sbiTld 'b thC n” “ ut '°?.. of 80 n d T a “ 6 a " ob i ect ' will consider whether the valuation 
should be confined strictly to the limits of the barony and parish, or whether the entire 
parish should be valued, though branching into another barony, and whether the whole 
plou hland should be valued together, though it may extend into different parishes 
Thelatter is acase that will rarely, if it shall at all occur. The ancient, acknowledged 
and well-defined denomination of ploughland will be retained in the county book now 
to be formed. It will probably be thought advisable to confine the valuation strictly to 
the barony, noting the quantity and value of the land that may lie in another barony and 
Still be a component part of a parish, which forms a portion of the barony for which the 
return is to be made. If a ploughland shall extendffnto different parisC it win pro! 

Sies ' “Sl7,rir ‘° V ‘ lM “ Slt0Set,ler - n<)ti "S the “ d ^ va P lue 

c„™ me ,,r dard f0r tl16 valuation thmughout the county, with reference to the price of 
corn, w U be necessary, and that should be lather under than over the probable averages 
The following are suggested as those that may be adopted : — ^ 

Wheat, 15 d. per stone, or 25 s. the barrel of 20 stone. 

Barley, 9 S d. per stone, or i a i. 8 d. the barrel of 1 6 stone, and 28 s. 6 i. the great 
barrel ot 30 stone. & 

0atS 0f33’stone StO ” e ’ ” 8 *' 9<i ' tllel> ” tel ° f H stone, and 20 j. jd. the great barrel 

t llat ia any ‘ e “P°; ar y effects which may be produced by tile opening 
of the ports for oats, should not be taken into account on a calculation of this nature. h 

to , th , OS | W J° sha11 be disposed to lend their assistance in obtaining a 
ll° f il’ and \ f0r h pUr P° Se of re g ulatin g the county assessments, that the 
valuators should be instructed to estimate rather the natural fertility of the soil, com- 
bined with its local advantages, than the fruits of industry and capital expended upon 
it. improvement of the soil sometimes costs the expenditure of more than the fee- 
simple of it in its natural state would be worth ; and it would be hard to tax the im- 
piover for his industry, and perhaps his improvident application of his money. Still the 
actual and potential value of the land will be found in many instances so advanced, as 
to warrant a calculation on it m some degree, and in such instances especially : but on 
every view that can be taken of the subject, the discretion, integrity, and competency of 
the valuators must be deemed considerations of the highest importance in the selection 
of them, and their returns should be verified by affidavit. 



Deyr Sir Beareforest, Mallow, Sept. 20th, 1824. 

WITH tbe best dispositions to carry into effect tbs presentment of the Grand Jury 
at the last Assizes, of which you will find a copy annexed, it must be obvious that it 
will not be in mv power to accomplish the object of it without the assistance and active 
co-operation of the magistrates and the resident gentlemen in each barony ; and I trust 
1 am not too sanguine in calculating on that aid being afforded cheerfully and effectually. 

Ihe inequality and injustice of the applotments, under which the local taxation of 
this county, and of many others, has hitherto been levied, are subjects Of such general 
complaint from all classes, that a measure intended to equalize the assessments will 
doubtless be felt a common cause, and excite a common interest. If it should fail to do 
C 
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»o, ray best efforts cannot avail. The evil must remain without remedy, at least until a 
general survey and valuation shall be completed by the interference of Government, 
which will probably be at a remote period, and attended with much greater expense than 
will now serve to attain all the substantial benefits of it, so far as the county levies are 
concerned. 

I have suggested to the high constables the propriety of bringing the subject in the 
first instance under the consideration of the magistrates at their petty sessions, and they 
will, I hope, feel it expedient to convene a general meeting in each barony, at which 
intelligent, upright, and respectable persons will be impartially appointed to ascertain 
the value and the contents, as nearly as can be, of each ploughland, townland, or other 
denomination of land, according as the levies have been nitherto made ; but with strict 
injunctions not to omit any portion of land, whether claiming exemption from usage or 
otnerwise, or of however trivial value it may be estimated. A valuation should also be 
made of the towns in each barony. 

With respect to the actual contents of each denomination of land, it will of course be right 
to have the most accurate returns we can procure, and due diligence and inquiry on the 
part of the valuators will not fail to reach such information ; but it does not strike me 
that it will be absolutely necessary to have a precise ncreablc return in all cases, in order 
to applot the future levies fairly. The value of the denominations of land altogether is 
indispensable, and that I conceive may be justly estimated for the purpose of taxation 
without a specific account of every acre. The estimated acreage, however, should be 
returned, and may be hereafter revised and corrected if it shall be objected to ; but if a 
just value shall be put on the whole denomination, the occupiers will have to applot 
the sum to be levied according to such valuation among themselves, and it will be tneir 
interest to do so. 

The remarks which I have ventured to attach are offered merely as suggestions for the 
consideration of those who will have to direct the course of proceeding that will obtain 
the necessary materials for me to work on, and I solicit your kind assistance and co- 
operation to forward a measure so intimately connected with the common interests of 
the county at large. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your very obedient humble Servant, 
Robert de la Caur, 
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SCHEDULE, No. 



Barony 



RETURN of Occupiers Names, mimler of Acres, and Animal Value per Acre of each 
Occupier a portion of each Ploughland or Townland within the Parish and Barony 
heron, named, or Gross Annual Value of same where the precise Acronl,“ Contents 
cannot be ascertained without Survey ; whether such DenLiiation has been here- 
tofore assessed with County Rato or otherwise. 



Parish 



Ploughland 



Townland 
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SCHEDULE, No. 4. 



THESE Schedules are framed for the purpose of having a clear .and distinct arrange- 
ment and record of the Valuations, and of preserving Uniformity in them throughout the 
County. 

It is hoped they will be found satisfactory, and easily understood by the valuators ; to 
whom the heading of the respective columns will point out the use that is to be made of 
them. 

The five columns for the “ Classification of qualities of Arable Land,” will serve to 
exhibit any acreable rent that such land shall be considered worth, from 55. upwards; 
and no land should be deemed arable of less value. 

-Thus, the column No. t will contain the number of acres estimated as worth 40s. or 
any other rent above that ,— suppose 40s. 6 d. 41 s. 42s. 6 d. 45s. 6 os. and so upwards 
to any amount. 

The column No. 2, in like manner, will exhibit the number of acres estimated at any 
rent less than . 40s. and not below 30s. — suppose 30s. 31 j. 3 d. 32s. 9 d. 35s. 39 s.6d. 
and so with respect to the other threp columns, taking 5s. an acre as the lowest rent for 
arable land ; but not fixing on any specific rent as a maximum, — fqr there cannot be one 
that will suit every barony in the county. 

In filling up the columns for “ Coarse Land, Bog and Mountain,” the valuators should 
discriminate carefully between mere mountain ground, and that kind of coarse land which 
may be cultivated by industry, or profitable for feeding. And particular attention should 
be paid to local circumstances, in determining the gross value (pf bog-land especially), 
and the contents of all those ascertained as near as possible. 

It must be obvious, that great accuracy should be observed in filling U P the money 
columns, for the " Average Acreable Value of the Arable Part,” and dor the “ Total 
Value of each Farm but where the calculation of the acreable value shall give a frac- 
tion under one penny, it need not be brought into account: an example of this will 
appear in the first folio of the Schedule. 

Such observations as will occur to the valuators, as necessary to note, should be made 
in the Field Books with which they are furnished ; having numbers of reference to such 
notes from those Schedules. The numbers prefixed to the “ Name of the Occupant,” in 
the Schedule, should refer to a similar number in the Field Book, when any remark shall 
be made. 

The valuation should -be honest and uniform throughout .the county. What, a good 
tenant should pay, and a just and liberal landlord require for the land, conformably to 
the standard which has been adopted by the county for the average prices, of produce, 
namely : — 

Wheat, 15$. per stone, or 25s. -the barrel of 20 stone. 

Barley, 9|rf. per stone, or las. 8d. the barrel of 16 stone; and 28s, 6H. the barrel 
of 36 $tone. 

flats, d. per stone, or 8s. gd. the barrel of 14 stone; .and aos. yrf . ffie barrel of 
33 stone. 1 

Uutter, 3 /.'the cwt. (currency.) 

Pork, 25 s. the cwt. 
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Wheat - i fid. per Stone. 
Barley - g£d. per ditto. 



EXAMPLE. 



Barony of 



DENOMINATION 


Contents 


§ 8 
9 s 


SUBDIVISIONS 
OF TOWNLAND OR 
PLOUGHLAND. 


Number of 




CLASSIFICATIONS OF 


of 


* 










in nnrh 










Towniand or Ploughland. 




8 


■1 - 3 
.2 


No. 


Nome of Occupant. 


Possession. 


No. 1, 
405. and up 


wards. 


No. i. 

From 30*. to 40s. 




Jp_ 




f2 






a. n. r. 


Value. 


a . n. ' 


Value. 


Curriheenuconiga 


2 


3 


Goo 


1 


A 


A. K. P. 

lGo 2 20 


15 ~ - 


4. d. 

50 -; 


I r _ _ 


S. d. 

35 6 








- * 


2 


B 


200 - - 


20 - - 


45 6 


30 - - 


32 - 


” 








3 


C 


120- - 


. . . 




. . - 


- - 


" 


- 




- - 


4 


D 


119 1 20 






. - . 


- - 




2 


3 


6oo 


- 




600 - - 


35 - - 


- - 


45 - - 




Droum trasnagoura 






500 


1 


A 


1IO 2 - 


40 - - 


42 - 


30 - - 


31 - 


” 


* 


- 




2 


B 


84 3 20 


- - - 




84 3 20 


37 6 


” 








3 


C 


168 2 SO 


100 - - 


52 - 


60 - - 


38 - 


” 








4 


D 


136 - - 


•80 - - 


40 - 


56 - - 


36 - 




I 




500 






500 - - 


220 - — 




230 3 20 




J5 allytherskanamore - 


1 




1,000 




A 


300 - - 










” 


- 






2 


B 


260 - - 


- . . 








» 








3 


C 


180 - - 






- - . 


. . 


» 








4 i 


D 


150 - - 


- - . 


- - 


. . . 




" 




- 




5 


E 


60 - - 


- - - 




35 - - 


34 J r 


” 








6 


F 


50 - - 


- . . 


- - 


50 - - 


30 - 




1 


- 


1,000 


- 




1 ,000- - 


- - - 




75 - - 
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EXAMPLE. 



Oats - 7 hd. per Stone. 
Butter - 3 /. per Cwt. 
Pork - 25 s. per Cwt. 



QUALITIES OF ARABLE LAND. 
No. 3- j No - 4- 

Value. I A. R. 






Average 
Value ‘ 
of Arable 



ESTIMATED ACREABLE CONTENTS 
and Gro»s Value of 
Coarse Laud, Bog, and Mountain. 



Acres of 
Bog. 



Total Value 
Occupant’s 
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